We were told not only that the rats of any freshly-infected locality suffered earlier than the human inhabitants, but also that these rats, and the fleas dependent upon them, were in all probability the first carriers of infection to mankind. A note of alarm was sounded with regard to rats on shipboard, and it was declared that their escape to land, at ports of entry, would in all probability be the source of epidemics among the native land rats in the first instance, and among men and women in the fulness of time. The whole of the questions at issue have been made the subjects of careful inquiry on the part of the Local Government Board, and the general result of this inquiry has been to show that the danger arising from rats is very much less serious than at one time was supposed. Professor Klein lias confirmed the belief that rats are, indeed, subject to plague, and that they mostly perish quickly when inoculated from the human subject.
